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  Greetings Brothers, Sisters and Confrères 

These are exciting times of rapid growth and change for the Order of St. Lazarus 

of Jerusalem’s Grand Priori in the U.S.A.  Our membership has sharply increased 

from two years ago and several people are ready to bear the mantle, badge, and 

solemn burden of service in our upcoming investiture at Alexandria VA, April 8th 

through 10th.  But, we’re not just about growing in numbers! As a newly minted 

Grand Priori, we are effectively grasping the challenges and hard work of pro-

gram development. You’ll read about some of these exciting initiatives in this 

inaugural newsletter, The St. Lazarus Quarterly. Ultimately, these developments 

will drive our ancient knightly mission of humanitarian outreach, which is needed now more than ever, espe-

cially by our fellow Christians in the birthplace of our Lord as well as our Order, the Levant. Like our ironclad 

forbearers, we must recall our vows to wield our symbolic swords and shields to protect the poor, the bed-

ridden, the broken down, the weak, and the defenseless of all ages, races, ethnicities and religions. This is 

how we will sustain our ancient chivalric obligation to treat those less privileged than us with generosity and 

nobility. Atavis et Armis!  

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

  December 17, St. Lazarus Feastday 
  April 8,9,10, U. S. Investiture 

  October 15, Rome Investiture 

 
 
 

 

 
 

                   Chevalier Commander Thierry de Villejust 

    Grand Prior 
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T ortured and threatened with death or degrada-
tion, women seeking asylum from strife torn lands 

find hope and the social support needed to rebuild their lives in the 
Maryland based Asylee Women Enterprise (A.W.E.). Although, the 
core service for A.W.E is transitional housing, the four year old not-
for-profit also provides an array of programs, social hours, skills clas-
ses and other services that are offered by a burgeoning network of 
volunteers.  Volunteers are crucial to building a warm and nurturing 
community that breaks down the soul sapping walls of isolation that 
too often engulfs desperate female sojourners fleeing persecution 
to build a new life.   

The A.W.E was founded in 2011 by an alliance of 9 Catholic 
women’s religious communities in the Baltimore Archdiocese. It 
currently provides housing for 14 women, many of whom are pro-
fessionals, with 33 others on the ever-lengthening wait list.  In the 

future, A.W.E.  will be supported by 
U.S. Grand Priory of the Order of St. 
Lazarus. The relationship was forged 
when Chancellor Patrick Davis, Hos-
pitaller Dr. Wayne Nelson, Senior 
Chaplain Fr. Paul Brezcinski, and 
Avocat Len Shoemaker met with 
A.W.E Executive Director Molly Cor-
bett, to learn about her organiza-
tion and explore ways to help.  

Opportunities abound, but delega-
tion agreed that the Order of St. 
Lazarus could not only provide 
A.W.E. with a licensed Maryland 
attorney, Len Shoemaker, but a 
body of persons knowledgeable 
about political and social conditions 

in certain countries, such as Afghanistan.  These in-house authori-
ties and their network of associates, could, by virtue of their history 
and specific in-country experience, testify  about religious and sec-
tarian strife and the otherwise grim geopolitical realities that plague 
parts of the Middle East and Africa to ensure that female asylum 
seekers get their best possible day in court.  Shoemaker was also 
invited to attend A.W.E 
Board meetings.   We look 
forward to supporting this 
wonderful humanitarian 
initiative, as part of our call 
to serve and defend.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 O ld world tradition, 
the elegance of a 

noble and knightly past, cozy 
camaraderie with all the con-
veniences and vibrant new 
world atmosphere of one of 
Alexandria Virginia’s most 
charming Hotels, the historic 
Crown Plaza. Hotel in Old Town 
Circle these dates now April 8, 9, and 10  so as not to 
miss the Order’s Spring 2016 Investiture, which is not 
only great chance to savor the convivial charm of old 
and new friends alike, but attendance is also our du-
ty. Remember, our chivalric mission impels us to re-
new our spirits by partaking in the central and sol-
emn ceremony of our Holy Investiture which signifies 
our commitment to defend the poor as well as the 
honor  and sustain our true and historic order. 
 The solemn vigil and investiture will be held 
at majestic St. Mary's Catholic Church in historical Old 
Town Alexandria. At over 200 years old, St. Mary's 
Parish is one of the oldest continuing active Catholic 
churches in the Common Wealth of Virginia, and is a 
notable attraction in-and-of-itself.  Keep your eyes 
peeled for more investiture updates in the coming 
months.  

St. Lazarus to Aid Women  

Asylum Seekers  

By Dr. H. Wayne Nelson, SBLJ,  M.M. 
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Grand Prior, H. E. Theierry Pauquet De Villejust, K.C.L.J, M. M. 
and Her Royal Highness, Princess Chlotilde d'Orléans in the Re-
ception line at the Spring 2015 Investiture in Miami Florida. 

Chivalric Splendor: The 

2016 OSt.LJ Investiture in 

Alexandria VA. 
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 Blaring bugles, thundering hoofs, buff coats, red sashes, 
cavalier-hilt rapiers, arquebus pistols and colorfully plumed broad 
hats mark the flower of 15th Century cavalry—the cavaliers. Most 
famously, they were chief symbol of the Royalist cause during the 
English Civil War (1642-1651 in colonial America’s formative 
years). Although Cavaliers (from the French Chevalier horseman or 
knight) were definitely elite, they were not knights, per se, even 
though their ranks included knights, royals, and nobles, but also 
gentlemen including lesser gentry and other upper and middle 
class volunteers. They were fierce, fashionable and famously fast-
charging horsemen who acted as heavy cavalry by opening a battle 
with a lightning strike charge, firing their pistols just before closing 
with cold steel. They also acted as light cavalry when chasing 
down a routed enemy.  The Cavalier imagery was still highly influ-
ential during our own civil war, reflected in General Custer’s flow-
ing locks and even more broadly fueling the famed dash and pa-

nache of south-
ern cavaliers 
who, like Custer, 
often sported 
short van-dyke 
beards and up-
ward turned 
mustaches.  
 Recent-
ly a team of St. 
Lazarus Officers 
reviewed, re-
fined and ap-
proved a plan to 
develop a St. 

Lazarus Volunteer Corps (see its mission, vision and values at: 
http://www.ordersaintlazarususa.com/volunteer-corps/).  Corps 
members will be entitled to the status and dignity of a “Cavalier of 
the Saint Lazarus Volunteer Corps,” with the Post Nominal letters 
of: “V.L.J.” which stands for “Volunteer of Saint Lazarus of Jerusa-
lem.” They shall be formally addressed as “Cavalier.”  Annual dues 
of $120 covers the cost of a brevet, badge, volunteer insurance, 
with the bulk supporting the Order’s charitable works.   
 The symbolism redolent in the dashing Cavalier imagery 
is instantly recognizable. As defenders of the crown, they close the 
circle from the earliest stages of chivalry, when knights were little 
more than mail clad mounted warriors, to the final days of the 
17th century cavaliers stood  as an evolved vestige of the old no-
ble chivalry.  
 But this is only the visual militant and equestrian symbol-
ism of the Cavalier as these royalist horse soldiers remind us of 
our own Royal protection of the House of France. As St. Laza- 
  

  
 

 
 

St. Lazarus Volunteer Corps 

Approved—The Cavaliers  

By Dr. H. Wayne Nelson, SBLJ,  M.M. 
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Wines of the Order  
By Peter vonJess, SBLJ 

 

 E 
choing the hoary tradition of vintner 

monks, the Order of St. Lazarus has 

teamed with the Windsor Vineyards 

(www.windsorvineyards.com) in the world 

famous Napa Valley in California to produce a signa-

ture St. Lazarus branded collection of fine wines to 

raise money for our charitable causes. St. Lazarus is 

now marketing cases of delicious wine, three red and 

three white, as shown 

below. These would 

make wonderful 

Christmas gifts, and 

beautiful keepsakes 

for members of the 

order, our volunteers, 

and friends.  Ordering 

is simple, just click the 

link below, and pay by credit or debit card. There are 

no shipping charges when the destination is in the 

Continental USA. You may order up to two cases of 

wine each month through our online store:  

www.squareup.com/market/saint-lazare-foundation

-usa-inc-Wines   (continued on page 4)  

 

rus is a Military (and Hospitaller) order under French 
Royal protection, it is fit and right that the order’s 
volunteer military auxiliary should bear the  proud 
title of these  loyal, royal, courageous, and  tireless 
troops, who will, as our 
volunteer auxiliary, fully 
and appropriately share 
our motto: Atavis et 
Armis.  Now, however, 
they will commit to be 
spiritual warriors who don 
a symbolic buff-coat as a 
vestment and unsheathe 
their allegoric swords to 
slash and slay the rampant 
and rapacious evils of pov-
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(Wines, continued from page 3) above, the dark black-green 
bottle is blazoned with a label bearing the order’s  striking 
and historic coat of arms, and name The Military and Hospi-
taller Order of St. Lazarus of Jerusalem.  Buy now for a great 
cause! 

Fees. Wine and uniform sales provide a much needed 

lift allowing us to continue to make sizable donations to 

our favored causes.  Our General Membership dues will 

remain at $250 per member. Every member of Order is 

expected to make an additional charitable contribution, 

between $250 and $1000. Our house is in order  and 

the FY15 and the FY16 budget has been ratified.  

 

Title 
This is a good place to briefly, but effectively, describe your product or services.  

Treasurer’s Report 
By Peter vonJess SBLJ 

 As we wrap up our fiscal year, I 
am happy to report that the treasury has 
a small surplus from our charitable dona-
tions and from some exciting new initia-
tives. We also received a donation that, in affect, creates a 
reserve of $10,000. This year, our Exemplification ran near 
break even, but the Uniform and Wine sales covered the 
shortage and provided a small surplus of $1500 as we head 
into December. With the new year, however, and as the Or-
der grows, so will our expenses. Fiscal Year 2016 has in-
creased marketing and advertising costs as well as insurance  
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Knights in all medieval armies including, most notably, the Crusader orders, were 
supported by servientes (servants or sargeants), some of whom were men at arms or 
"sergeants-at-arms” (French sergent). These servant warriors were professional sol-
diers who commonly fought in support of their knightly brothers as spear bearing 
heavy infantry. However, they also served as sword swinging, mace mauling light 
cavalry or lancers (with one horse, most often a swift light courser, but sometimes a 
heavy destrier war horse). They were not served by squires, and as mounted troops, 
they did reconnaissance work for the main crusader body, harried flanks, or ran 
down routed troops broken by the weighty majestic charge of the much heavier ar-
mored chivalry. They often carried their lord’s war flag, ganfanon, or battle banner 
(Nicole, 2008m Norman, 2010; Medieval History, n.d.).  

They were not equivalent to modern NCOs who have inherited the name. Rather these 
iron-clad sergeants of old were a purely medieval institution.  Social class was, im-
portant. Most were of higher peasant status (but usually of non-serf-stock) who served 

as a standing force of regular men-at-arms or as an ad-hoc defensive militia for set period of time. Still, it is often said that they 
were counted as worth half a knight in martial value, but then, a fully armored knight had several caparisoned horses or more, a 
squire or two, and other attendants making his personal battle-companionate akin to a squad, or analogous to a light tank with 
some infantry support, but comparatively far more weighty than a single soldier of any class today, comparatively speaking.  

ergeants were also be trained in a range of combat specialties as archers or, in the case of the French Sargeants du Roy, 
heavy mace swingers (Hewitt, 1860). They also performed various logistical and, to use the current nomenclature, combat support 
or combat service support roles as sergeants-in-service (Nicole, 2008)to sustain and assist the military order’s operations in the 
field, or, in the order’s hospitals. The sergeants-in service, also known as sergeants of office or labor, performed any range of du-
ties metalsmiths, armorers, ledger-keepers, cooks, wainwrights, carpenters, hospital “orderlies” among many other military and 
hospital support roles.  On the other hand, in the Hospital of St. John they could, and did, hold 
certain very high administrative positions or even high military commands (Martin, 2004).   

As one of the three ranks in Hospitaller orders (1. knights, 2. sergeant brothers and 3. 
chaplains) the battle-ready Crusader sergeants took the same vows of chastity, poverty, and 
obedience as their knightly brethren.  They wore lighter, cheaper armor, and are typically 
shown wearing their iconic Kettle-Helm and bore a large oval or kite shield. This in no way im-
plies that they were scraggly poorly armed cannon fodder…any armor or weapon in those days 
was expensive and even a somewhat more lightly armed cavalry sergeant  might bear arms 
equivalent in price of buying a car today.  

Sergeants of the Templar order wore different colored tabards (tunics) than their chiv-
alric brothers typically black or brown (Hayward, 2008), but they wore their order’s standard 
red cross.  Sergeants of the Hospital of St. John wore the same red tabard and white cross as 
knightly brethren (Hayward, Ralls, 2007).  Little is known of Lazarite sergeants but it would be 
inconceivable that would not bear some form of the order’s historic green cross.  

Clearly, modern hospitaller orders have a much more complex membership gradation 
than in the Medieval orders where one officially joined in one of three clearly prescribed roles: 
that of a knight (single class), a brother sergeant (of office, labor, or arms) or a chaplain. In addi-
tion, Crusader orders recruited both mercenary and other auxiliary troops who were not mem-
bers of the order but would often wear the cross of their associated order on their personal 
tabards or shields as a sign of allegiance.  

These medieval servientes (sargeants) are, in modern order of St. Lazarus, called serving broth-
ers (or sisters) which is actually a .literal translation.  As with our  (Continued on page 6)   

 

 
 

By Dr. H. Wayne Nelson, SBLM, MM 

Mounted Sergeant wearing the Sergeant’s 

iconic Kettle Helm. 
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Serving Brothers, Medieval Sergeants were full members of the order although of a distinctly separate class 
strongly demarcated by social rank.  But they carry on the old tradition by serving the order in both old 
(service in office and labor service in labor) and new ways. 
     Of course, it goes without saying Medieval crusaders forbad women in their ranks of knights, sergeants, 
or chaplains, but there were Templar nuns (see, for example: http://www.angelfire.com/mt/frerehelmut/
Templarchicks.html), and a good deal is known about the Order of the Sisters of Saint John of Jerusalem 
(now Malta) who typically worked as nurses in the order’s hospitals and infirmaries (Ducard-Bourget, 1958). 
The modern order of St. Lazarus has forsaken the Medieval religious terminology for females beyond the 
OSt.LJ’s current ranks of Sister and Serving Sister which are modern 
constructs based on the idea of the Servientes  (sargeants men-
tioned above). Using Middle Age titles like “little sister,” (to say 
nothing of “nun”, the French religieuse, or Spanish monja) aren’t 
appropriate for a modern non-monastic military order.  Little sister 
also smacks of sexism. So, just as all modern orders of knighthood 
are (rightly) open to women, the terms Dame or Dama refers to a 
female knight, and serving sister or sister, is the term of sergeant or 
serving sergeant. 
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What is a Chirurgeon?  

 A “Chiurgeon” is simply a Medieval and early 
modern surgeon. However, the similarities end there. 
The old apprentice trained chiurgeons were  often,  lit-
erally , barbers, or in military organizations battle-barbers, 
taking the notion of dual tasking to new levels . Barbers were natural sur-
geons because they possessed the razor sharp tools of the tonsorial trade 
that were ideal for bleeding and truncating broken and lacerated limbs—
everyday surgery didn’t go  much beyond that,  especially on the battle-
field.  The iconic barber pole with the red, blue (in the U.S.) and white 
swirling streamers represents the barber’s skills of bandaging, and blood 
letting, with the blue possibly sym-
bolizing arteries, although in Europe 
blue was not part of the scheme.  
Ah , thank goodness  for medical ad-
vancements. In our order, the  Chiur-
geon is the Chief Medical Officer. As 
with the National Guard whose chief 
medical officer is titled the “State 
Surgeon, but who is only rarely an 

actual surgical specialist . In Maryland, for example, the Deputy State Surgeon  
was a Physicians Assistant. In  our Grand Priory the Chiurgeon is an M.D., Dr. 
Claudine Holt , SSLJ (right) , who is a prestigious Assistant Professor at the 
Mount Sinai Selikoff Centers for Occupational Health in NYC.  She is primarily  
involved in providing annual monitoring and periodic care for first responders, 
volunteers and survivors who developed various illness- es 
related 9/11 exposure and also provide evaluation and 
treatment for workplace injuries and illnesses.  

 

 

By Dr. H. Wayne Nelson, SBLJ, MM 
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The Published Pulpit 
I am anxiously awaiting the new history written by our brother and Grand Capitular, His 

Excellency Philippe Jourdain, to learn more about our order’s rich history and to see how 

accurate my knowledge is.  From my understanding our chivalric order has always been 

different from the other orders originating during the crusades.  It was formed out of a 

need to care for members of Chivalric orders who contracted the dreaded disease of Lepro-

sy.    I was considering this as I was looking over some pictures of the windows in the Cathe-

dral of Saint Louis in New Orleans. Our first call, to charity was toward the sick and suffering 

and it began with our own.  In observing that we are called to charity, I wish to ask you to 

practice this first with our own brothers and sisters.   Remember Charity begins at home 

and ultimately Charity is more than the raising and donating of funds. I love to remind the 

children of my parish’s school that Charity is love in action.  

 Some wonderful ways to act out our Christian Charity is to show our care for each other in 

simple ways.  For example, when the day the Investiture approaches, how about making 

every effort to come to the vigil to support and pray with the postulants as they prepare to 

enter our esteemed and ancient order? An important Celebration for our order is the Feast 

of Saint Lazarus our patron Saint; December 17th   (which falls on a Thursday this year).  How 

about sharing some pray and celebration as members of Saint Lazarus? Plan to go to 

Church that day to pray for our members, the works of our order and for those members 

who have passed to the Heavenly Jerusalem.  Have a celebration that day with other mem-

bers, if possible. This has been a long time tradition of our order and I hope to have such a 

prayer service and celebration this year.  I will be saying a mass that day for all in our order. 

I would like to add that I have seen wonderful acts of charity already and have been impressed by our membership. We have some 

amazing people involved with the works of our order. Per-

sonally, when my parents were having health struggles, 

which prevented me from going to the last investiture, I 

was impressed with the prayers and concern which were 

sent our way.    

I wish to say thanks and offer prayers for all of you, 

Your brother in Christ, 

 Fr. Paul Breczinski, SchLJ    

A window depicting 
Charitable acts of 

Saint Louis; 
Crusader King of France 

(Feast day Aug 25th) 

 

New Website up and Running 

 O 
ur Grand Prior 
has been pull-
ing double 

duty as a website builder/ 
graphic designer but has 
produced a new, clean and 
crisp website, with much 
new information that will 
be the Internet’s well in-
dexed face of our Order. 

“Our old website was, unfortunately a bit dull and outdated” 
said Chevalier Commandeer Theirry de Villejust. “Similar sites 
usually go for anywhere between $5,000 to $10,000,” he said. 
But ours came without a price tag due to Villejust’s tireless 
efforts. He also opened and fed some new media accounts, 
such as Google + and LinkedIn for our Grand Priory, that are 
now connected to the new site. “Our site was optimized for 
‘Search Engines’ with all necessary keywords which should 
tremendously help with our “organic ranking”, within the next 
30 to 60 days, he beamed. The site now has a new recruiting 
page for the Auxiliary Volunteer Corps and a link on each page  
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(continued from page 7) and it was  only a few days before the 
first volunteer Cuirassier stepped forward. An online boutique will 
be added in the near future where members  can purchase insignia, 
uniforms, wine, mantles and so forth.  Strategically placed links 
make it easier for people to donate to the Order’s charitable causes 
by simply clicking, entering their credit card information and names, 
then voila! Within  days Villejust’s initial marketing effort attracted 
about 10 visitors a day that he hopes will grow to a hundred a day 
in the near future. If you haven’t seen the new website do so now 
at one of these three links: 

 www.saintlazarususa.com  

www.ordersaintlazarususa.com  

www.OSLJ-USA.com  

   Finally, Sir Theirry is already working on the  Order’s “Online 
Boutique”. This e-commerce page will enable members to purchase 
items from the Order, and make payments. This will be the easiest 
and fastest way s to pay  oblations. annual charitable contributions,  
order uniforms, mantles , insignia,  and other merchandise.  The 
online boutique should be up and running within 30 days. 

T 
he institution of chivalry is no fixed relic. Knighthood has dynamically evolved since its agar-
plate beginnings over fifteen hundred years ago. Then, a feudal esquire with skill, mettle, and 
enough money  to buy a mount and mail could become a knight by training until adulthood, 

(Mendola, 2006), l or a little later, by being dubbed on the shoulder with the sword of another armoured 
cavalryman. (Burkes Peerage, 2006). At about this time (12th century), even the Knights of Malta began as a 
humble fellowship of burghers, monks and warriors (Sainty, 2006; Riley-Smith, 2006). Only later, did these 
hospitallers with their St. Lazarus brothers, and chivalry more broadly, become associated with the Holy 
See, royalty, nobility, gentry, Christian charity, and much later, courtly love (and so forth). These features 
developed in response to broad social influences spurred by papal dominion, monarchical ascendency and 
later, nationalistic, democratic, ecumenical pressures (among others, Romanticism, for example), 
(Faulkner , 1996; Day, 1997)  

 Despite this long transformation, knighthood’s defining elements remain easily recognized: royal, 
papal, prelate or patriarchal protection or patronage, chivalric titles, rites, rituals, robes, ribbons and badg-
es which endure as chivalry’s outward signs. And although chivalry’s contemporary objectives are not mon-
olithic, a leading purpose in many state and dynastic orders of merit is to recognize military, civil, and or 
ecclesiastical eminence. Patrician birth can still be important, like many orders, St. Lazarus has a class of 
membership reserved for nobles, who wear the green cross of Justice. Still, in all true orders, knightly sym-
bols reflect, if not high birth, at least privilege, attainment, and noble temperament. But, in  a Catholic 
working orders like St. Lazarus, a knight’s high accomplishment and social standing (as a high correlate to 
admission) always carries a duty to act according to a morally refined sense of historically Christian no-
blesse oblige where members are expected to serve the poor, the weak, and the sick with gentlemanly or 
ladylike honour, courtesy, and compassion.  Thus the St. Lazarus today remains true to its roots, honouring 
tradition, sustaining spirituality, and administering Christian Charity. 

Dr. H. Wayne Nelson, SBLJ 
The Evolution of Chivalry 
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Member Spotlight:   

 

 

 

Dr. Felix Holewinski,  

KGCHS, KM, KCN, KCLJ, GMLJ 

C 
hevalier, Dr.  Felix W. Holewinski has been a mem-

ber of the Order of St. Lazarus for over 35 years 

and has held a variety of positions. 

He was born August 7th, 1943 in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.  Dr. 

Holewinski obtained a BA and MA from Marquette University 

specializing in History.  He later obtained a Doctor of Arts de-

gree from the University of North Dakota with an emphasis in 

19th century U.S. History.  Dr. Holewinski taught senior high 

school United States and world history and briefly taught 

graduate school courses in the History of United States For-

eign Policy at the University of Wisconsin - Superior.  He then 

obtained a Specialist equivalency in Educational Administra-

tion from the University of Wisconsin - Superior.  Dr. Holewinski served as a Senior High School Principal and 

eventually as a School District Superintendent until he retired in 2001. 

Dr. Holewinski has been active in the Catholic Church and Polish cultural groups.  For his service as a mem-

ber of the bishop's advisory board for the Diocese of Superior, he 

was made a Knight of the Holy Sepulchre.  Raised to the rank of 

Knight Grand Cross, he was awarded the Silver Palm of Jerusalem for 

his long service.  He was later invested as a Knight of Magistral Grace 

in the Sovereign Military Order of Malta and a Knight of Merit in the 

Sacred Military Constantinian Order of St. George of Naples (a dy-

nastic order of the Royal House of Bourbon-Parma of the Kingdom of 

the Two Sicilies).  Dr. Holewinski currently holds the rank of Knight 

Commander in the Order of St. Lazarus of Jerusalem, 

He has served as past editor of the newsletter of the old Grand Pri-

ory of America and as its Herald and Vice Marshal for which he was 

awarded the bronze cross and medals of merit.  Dr. Holewinski 

briefly served as Commander of the Commandery of the United  
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http://www.jstor.org.proxy-tu.researchport.umd.edu/stable/10.2307/2543102?Search=yes&resultItemClick=true&&searchUri=%2Faction%2FdoAdvancedResults%3Fla%3D%26amp%3Bf6%3Dall%26amp%3Bf4%3Dall%26amp%3Bf5%3Dall%26amp%3Bf2%3Dall%26amp%3Bf3%3Dall%26amp%3Bf0%3Dti%26a


(Holewinski, continued from page 9) States and subsequently turned over this office to its current 

Grand Prior. He was later awarded the Grand Cross of Merit in the Companionate of Merit for his long dis-

tinguished service to the Order.  Dr. Holewinski currently serves at Capitular for the Grand Priory of the 

United States. 

As Grand Prioral Capitular, Dr. Holewinski is responsible to preserving the historic tradition of the Order.  In 

this capacity he has been involved in structuring the rituals of the Grand Priory and assisting the Marshal in 

implementing them.  In addition, with the  orders reorganization of, the responsibilities of the old office of 

Herald was transferred to that of the Capitular.  Hence, Dr. Holewinski is tasked with the designing of juris-

dictional coats of arms and flags and advising its officers and heraldry. 

Among his other interests and achievements, Dr. Holewinski served as a member of the Board of Directors 

of the Polish Nobility Association and as its President.  He has become involved in Polish historic reenact-

ments.  Dressed as a 17th century Polish Magnate (the wealthiest of Polish 

Nobility), he has participated in various Polish cultural events and classroom 

presentations.  In addition, his interest in Royalist causes lead him to be ad-

mitted as a life member of the Royal Stuart Society. 

Because of his interest and work in European heraldry he has attended the 

International Congress of Heraldic and Genealogical Sciences in London, Dub-

lin, St. Andrew, Scotland, Madrid, and Besanon, France, and presented a pa-

per on Polish Heraldry at the London Congress.  He has received a grant of 

arms from the Spanish government which was matriculated by the Lord Lyon 

of Scotland.  Dr. Holewinski also received a grant of arms from the Heraldry 

Bureau of the Republic of South Africa.  Dr. Holewinski currently lives  south 

of Green Bay, Wisconsin where he continues to be active in the Order as Grand Prioral Capitular and enjoy-

ing his two great passions, a premium cigar and pistol shooting. 
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Varlets, Vassals, Valets & Dames 

Medieval knights were a marvel of then current technology, applied 
science, and art (heraldic and otherwise). Mail and, later, incrementally 
more complete plate armor, a formidable array of piercing and crushing 
weapons, war charger barding (i.e., “horse armor”) and related accou-
trements testify to the soaring skills of medieval metallurgists. But the 
armored French chevalier, German ritter or English knight were not solo 
soldiers, except for the most poorest vagabond mercenary. Established 
knights had a retinue, a posse of vassals who formed  a combat team 
that shared different reciprocal obligations of support and protection. A 
squire, for example, was a well born teenager who, while being tutored 
for war and his own future dubbing, was also a shield or arms bearer for 
his knightly master, as was the varlet  (pictured above)  although the 
etymologically related valet became more a man servant, boot polisher, 
or personal attendant--its meaning to this day, as opposed to varlet, 
which etymologically morphed into a term for a scoundrel. All these 
vassals were young men (or yeomen). Pages, however, were pre-teen 
servants just starting out in the roughly 14 year chivalric cursus hono-
rum that was the apprentice like practice of becoming a knight. Of 
course, women typically played no direct part in the knight’s martial 
upbringing, although there were female knights, even long before Joan 
of Arc, the maid of Orleans.  Consider, for example, Petronilla de Grand-
esnil, Countess of Leicister who preceded Joan by almost two centuries. 
She donned arms and armor to fight beside her husband against fierce 
and harsh Henry II. The non-sovereign founded  L’Ordre de l’Hermine 
knighted women as early as the late 1300s.  The title “dame” or “dama”  
or in French “madam” had various meanings, including, as used in our 
order, a female knight,  but it once dignified a knight’s wife, or a noble-
woman. 

A varlet (left) with a crossbowman who could 

be a sergeant 

The Maid of Orléans  

 C 
atholic Saint, teenage guardian angel of France, and the eponymous 

defender of the duchy of Orléans, —the branch name of our  pro-

tector, the Head of the Royal House, Maison de Bourbon-Orléans, 

who directly descends from the last King of the French (1830-1848),  Louise 

Philippe I.  

 The Maid’s powerful imagery continues to inspire people, poets, movie-

makers and princes,  including our own Grand Master Emeritus, H. R. Prince 

Charles-Phillippe the Duke of Anjou. She has stirred American women to support  

France during WWI (right) and continues to motivate the women  (and men) of the 

Order of St. Lazarus today as it wages a passionate spiritual war on poverty, pain, 

pestilence and all forms of human blight. 
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